Running head:  OLIVER TWIST TWO-FOLD MORAL PURPOSE		1

OLIVER TWIST TWO FOLD MORAL PURPOSE		5






Oliver Twist Two Fold Moral Purpose
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation













Oliver Twist Two Fold Moral Purpose
Poor Law Act and Thieves in London
	Dickens captures the evil working of the Poor Law Act and the lives of thieves in London to highlight Oliver Twist two-fold moral purposes. He is critical that pauperism climate was favorable for harboring criminals under the guise of political leaders. The changes made to the old law would result in economic implications since they aligned to the utilitarian principles of Jeremy Bentham. Utilitarianism only focused on greater economic prospects while in the process compounding suffering on the civilians. Dickens highlights the societal discourse from the incident Oliver Twist relished a meal (dainty viands) meant for dogs. The poor boy is seen to ask for more in the Victorian workhouse to show that he is a victim of parental neglect (Cody, 2018). The boy summates the poverty situation as he is ill-treated and malnourished. Despite his suffering, his master is unconcerned who is prepared to unleash his authoritative retribution. The social organization is thriving on evils as children under tender ages are forced to provide labor to their masters.
The Poor Law Act agitated for economic overhaul at the expense of moral values as the workhouses led family dysfunctions as different families were separated for employment purposes. The family institution is taken for granted as used as the driving to steer the wheels of Industrial Revolution in the seventeenth century. Children as young as five years are forced to work in cotton farms and coal mines to help their families make ends meet (Cody, 2018). The masters are stealing the sweat of the poor by instigating punishments on their subjects. The system is characterized with sheer brutality as the servants are caned, starved, and confined in solitary cells (Richardson, 2014). The thieves are heartless enough to feed the poor on animal scraps and force their servants to sleep in coffins. The political class is not left behind as they use manipulative strategies such as the workhouse system that is juxtaposed a prison system. The new policy intended to cut expenditures on the civilians without taking they would impact negatively on them. 

Social Satire
Dickens agitates for social reforms by effectively using satire and irony when he refers to the Poor Law act as unchristian juxtaposing the pauper system to the sin detested in the Bible. The baby farms and the workhouse system propagated social evils as they denied the civilians who suffered from chronic access to medical care. The system isolated the sick, the elderly, and the disabled from the rest of the society against Christian principalities. Also, he refers to Mrs Mann's personality sarcastically that he cared for the children to depict how the children under her care left her custody unhealthy and malnourished. She uses money that she should use to care for the children to buy gin and claims that too much food would make them rebellious. Unfortunately, the authorities concurred with her notions and excused her from any punishment. Dickens portrays the prevalence of inhumanity using characters such as Mann to put across his message.
Moreover, Dickens depicts charitable places are the harbors of corruption, alienation, and inhumanity. The children at the baby houses are prevented from interacting with the external world and forming any relationship with each other (Rogers et al. 2018). The children are locked like prisoners yet the bay farms are supposed to act as the custodian of their rights and liberties. In this regard, the children are lonely as they are victims of isolation. For instance, the children are detained when they ask for more food. Through such satirical cases, Dickens is mocking the political system indirectly to help push his drive for reforms.
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